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th HOSEA VI. 9. 
Strangers bave devour d his Strength, and he-knoweth- # 


not ; yea, Gray Hairs are here and there upon him, 
yer he knoweth not. | 


| I N this and the foregoing Verſes, rhe Prophet is ſpeaking 


* — *R „ < 


of the Children of Ephraim, and the miſerable Condition 
to which they had reduc'd themſelves by mixing with the 
| Heathen Nations. He complains in the Verſe immedi=, 
- ately before rhe Text, that Ephraim had mix'd himſelf amon 
the yy, that is among the Egyptians and Afſytians ; a 
what this 8 wy learn from ſeveral parts of the 
Prophecy, where they are chargd with making Ima- 1 
ges and Idols, wich asking Counſel at their — and 2 *. 
with making many Altars to Sin: The Egyptian, and viii. uz, 
: Afſprians had taken the Advantage of that Indulgence *** *: 
and Encouragement they found among them, and by the be- 
hefir thereof had entic'd many of the Iſraelites to join in rheir 
Idolatries. The Miſchiefs whereof are expreſs d in the Text; 
the Firſt, that theſe Strangers had devour d the Strength they 
had, while they continud unanimous in the Worſhip of the 
True God; the Second, that tho' the Decays occafion'd by 
- theſe Mixtures were plain, and did as evidently forebode their 
| *' Ruin, as a ſprinkling of Gray-hairs foretels the Approaches of 
Old Age; yer, ſuch was their Stupidity, and their Indifference 
for the True Religion, that they were not at all ſenſible of 
chis growth of Idolatry among them, nor of the Cala- 
mities it would bring upon their Nation. Strangers have de- 
voar d his Strength, and be knoweth it not; yea, Gray Hairs are 
| © here and there upon him, yet he knoweth nor. | 
4, The terrible Effects of this their Indulgence to Idolatry and 
| Uncancern'dnefs for the Worſhip of God, did not only come 
0 pals as it had been forerold, bur the Prophet himſelf lv d 
to ſee ir. By encouraging the Idolatrous Nations to the preju- 
dice of the True Rehgion, they had provok d God to Anger 
againſt chem, and by fuffering thoſe Nations to ſeduce fo many 
of the Th aclires wo Idolatry, ihey had exceedingly impair'd their 
own | ; and fo, having made themſelves ripe for De- 
Kruction, the King of Aria, the Rod of God's Anger, found 
mem an cafie Prey, and carrying them into Captivity, plac d 
his own People in cheir ſtead, | : | 5 | 
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4 The Growth and Miſchiefs 


I (hall not draw a Parallel between the Kingdom of 1/+ae! 
with fegard to Pagan Idolaters, and the Condition of theſe 
Kingdoms with regard to Popiſh Idolaters. But thus much is 
certain, That there is a People among us, whom we juſtly 
charge with Idolatry ; That the Liberties they have taken for 
ſome: Years paſt, have very much exceeded the Bounds which 
our Conſtitut ion has ſer them; Thar the Exerciſe of their Re- 


ligion and their Interpoſitien in Publick Affairs, have been 


manag d with much greater Boldneſs and Openneſs than our 
Laws have thought conſiſtent with the Safety of Church and 
State; That the Confidence of the Prieſts in their Attempts to 
ſeduce the Proteſtant Subjects of the Realm, has been beyond 
the Example of former Times; That, preſuming upon the 
Lenity and Tenderneſs of the Government, they have actually 
perverted many unwary and ignorant Pcaple ; That altho' 


theſe things are clear and certain, tho theſe Strangers to our 


Conſtitution go on to affront our Laws and devour our Strength, 
yet we have thoſe among our ſelves, who, like the Vaelites in 
the Text, will not know it, but on the contrary have taken 
great pains to ſuppreſs the Knowledge of it; nay, have been 
ſo zealous in that Work, as to improve any Suggeſtion of the 
leaft Miſchief from Popery, into a formd Deſign againſt the 
Conſtitution of our Church, | . Kr 
Things being thus, it may not be unſeaſonable at this time, 
if from the Words of the Text we take occaſion to enquire 
into theſe Three Heads: | 
Firſt, In what reſpects, the Papiſts may be call'd Strangers to us. 

Secondly, In what Inſtances and by what Methods they 
ſtrengthen and enlarge themſelves, and in proportion devour 
our Strength. " 

Thirdly, How it comes to paſs, notwithſtanding all this, that 
there are roo many among us who will not know it: Like the 
Iſraelites in the Text, Altho Strangers devour our Strength, yet 


they know it not; and, tho' Gra- bairs are here and there upon us, © 


get they know it not. | | | = 
Firſt, In what reſpects may the Papiſts be call'd. Strangers 
to us? And theſe are, In Religion, In Government, and (as a 
conſequence of theſe two) In Intereſt and Deſig n. 
They are Strangers to us in en By their Idolatries and 
Innovations, by perverting the Holy Scriptures and raiſing 


their on Traditions to an equal Authority, they have excee- 


dingly corrupted the Faith and Defran of the Goſpel. Their 
Worſhip is over charg d with a vaſt variety of ſuperſtitious 
Rites, in which the true Spirit of Devotion is ſwallow'd up and 


loft ; they have chang'd the Subſtance: for the Shadow, and. 


contrary 
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of POP ERV. 1 | 
contrary to the Apoſtle's Rule, have made ic a Worſhip in the 
Letter, and not in the Spirit. Their Diſcipline is wholly ex- 
ercis'd by Emiſſaries from Rome, ſer up in oppoſition ro the Spi- 
ritual Governours of our Church, and acting under the imme- 
diate Direction and Authority of a foreign Hcad. 


And becauſe the Church of England has purg d her ſelf from 
rheſe Idolatries, Superftirions and Innovations, and rejecting 


their Traditions, has made rhe Scripture the Rule of her Faith, 


and has accommodated her Worſhip to the V/ord of God and the 
true Ends of Devotion, and deliver'd her ſeſf from the, inſup- 
rtable Tyranny of the Papal Chair: By this means, we are 
Rene Heretickt and Schiſmaticks in the account of the Church 
of Kme; as ſuch,” the Sentence of Excommanication is yearly 
denounc d againſt us by the Pope, and our Deſtruction is de- 
clar d to be a meriroriovs Work. And that all this is not mere 
Form and Ceremony, but a Direction zealoufly purſu'd where- 
ever it is practicable; we ſce by the bloody Inquiſitions in ſom e 
of the Popith Countries, with the terrible Perſecution upon the 
Proteſtants in a neighbouring Nation, and the ſwifc Approaches 
to the ſame Cruelries at hone, when that Spirit could ſhew it 
ſelf with ſafety, under the Influence of a Popiſh Prince. 
Far be it from us, to make this mercileſs Treatment of our 
Brerhren, a Rule of our Carriage and Behaviour towards 
their s. We have not {© learn'd Chriſt, as to think Fire and 
Faggot a fit Application to the Conſciences of Chriſtians, or to 
reckon the Deſtruction of their Bodies a proper Means for the 
Salvation of their Souls. But, methinks, theſe Cruelties towards 
Proteſtants in other Nations, ſhould make the Papiſts in our own 
ſomewhat more modeſt and cautious ; at leaſt, they oughr not 
to think themſelves enrit]d thereby ro new and unuſual Liber 
ries. And rho' the Good Nature and Religion of Engiiſh-men 
forbid them ro copy thoſe Examples of Cruelry ; we may well 
be allow'd ſo far to obſerve and remember them, as to be jealous 
of the Growth of that Religion among our ſelves, which in o- 
rher Countries could animate the Profeſſors of it to ſuch unhu- 
man Barbarities towards our Proteſtant Brethren, _ 
They are alſo Strangers to us in Government: Princes can have 
no hold of the Members of the Church of Rome, while they 


own a ſuperior Head, who claims a Power of Abſolving Sub- 


jects from their Allegiance and even Degrading and Excommu- 
nicating the Sovereign. And as this pretended Authority is 
chiefly exerted by the Pape againſt e he Princes, ſo are the 
People prepar d to recelve, approve and execute his Sentences, 
1 another ungodly Doctrine, Thar no Faith is to be kept with 
ereticks. And ro What ſeditious and cruel Attempts theſe 
8 e * A 3 2 Principles 
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6 The Gtowth and Miſchiefs 
Principles have blown up ſome of the Members of that Church. 


can be unknown to notie who have look'd into the Hiſtory of - 


theſe Kingdoms ſince the beginning of Q. Elizabeth's Reign. 
Ir is ro be hop'd, chat the greateſt part of our Engli/b Papiſts, 
being born and bred in the ſame Air with our ſelves, and re- 
ceiving their Protection from the eſtablifhd Laws, have ſo good 
a ſhare of Tenderneſs and Gratitude, as to be proof againſt, 
theſe cruel Suggeſtions of the Emiſſaries from Rome, But it is 
alſo to be fear d, that there will be a number at all times, of 
Condition and Inclination deſperate enough to undertake ſuch 
Enterprizes, as are agteeable to the Principles of that Church. 
and ſhall be judg d by their Infallible Guide to be a ſeaſonable 


Service to the common Cauſe. And we may well ſuppoſe, 


ſuch Diſpoſitions are the more ſtrong and numerous, at a time 
when the whole Body of our Papiſts difown the Title of the 
Prince, in favour of a Pretender of their own Religion; and 
that they are yet more ready and zealous, fince the Nation 
(ſufficiently ſenſible that the Engliſh Conſtitution will not thrive 
under a Popiſh Prince) have cut off their hopes of a Popiſh Suc- 
ceſſor for ever, except ſome bold and deſperate Undertaking 
ſhall make his way to the Throne. 

It is far from the Temper of the Engliſh and the Nature of 
our Conſtitution, to make Men ſuffer upon bare Preſumptions: 


But at the ſame time the regard we owe to our Selves and 


our Conftitution calls upon us to be very Matchful, when we 
are fure there is an Enemy in our own Bowels. When we find 
ſuch a Spirit moving among us, it behoves us to obſerve nar- 


_ row]y which way it moves and to what degrees ; that it may be 


kept under ſuch Reſtraints as the Safety of Church and State 
7 require. Their Principles in fied declare, and we are 
4 n that whatever RIO E pct 
have, will upon a fair opportuni employ'd agal 
Ws and ese nearly 8 us 5 3 * of 
that Strength and to be jealous of the Increaſe of it. Ty the 
Voice of the Nation, that we have no preſent or future Secu- 
riry (under God) but in the Proſperity, of Her Majeſty's Arms 
and the Succeſſion in the Proteſtant Line; and how then can 
we an{wer it to our Selves, our Poſterity, or our Religion, if 
we make ir not our utmoſt Care, that they who we. are ſure 
have ir in their , have it not alſo.in their Power, to ſhake or 


.* Thefe Two Oppokitians, - In Religion,'. and Government, 


ſuppoſe a Third ſort, namely, In bie and Deſign: For che 
rauch leg do oper 
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f POP ERV. 23 
and Decency to more than ordinary Tenderneſs in giving Offence, 
it is now ; when their declar d Diſaffection to the Government 
makes them ſo liable to be ſuſpected, and when the Succeſs of 
their Aims and Wiſhes would evidently be the ruin of our Laws 
arid Religion. And it were happy for the Nation, and perhaps 
for themſelves too, if their known Principles in Government 
and Religion were the only Teſtimony of their Deſigns. But 
this is a Ha ineſs not to be hop'd for, while their Prieſts are 
ſo open and bare-fac'd in making Proſelyte of the weaker fort, 
and ( forgetring how ſhamefully they were batf d in a former 
Reign, and how obnoxious they are to the Laws at this Day } 
are not afraid ro ſend Challenges ro the Miniſters of our 
Church, on purpoſe to carry off their Proſelytes in publick Tri- 
umph, after they have made ſure of him by private Arts: while 
many of their People buſie themſelves openly in the National 
Elections, for thoſe whom they conceive to be moſt favourable, 
or leaſt oppoſite, to their main Deſign, and are very free in 
cenſuring of others, who have no Crime bur their Zeal for 
the Proteſtant Succeſſion, the great Barrier againſt that Deſign: 
while they rriumph in the Misfortunes of the Kingdom, and 
tepine at the publick Proſperity and Succeſs, with ſuch freedom 
and openneſs as few orher Nations would bear: In a werd, in- 
ſtead of guarding againſt Suſpicions, and a prudent Care not to 
give any Offence or Jealoulie (a Behaviour that might well be 
expected in their preſent Circumſtances,) roo many among 
them ſeem to be trying what Degrees of Provocation the Go- 
vernment will bear. ; 

Thele Practices (we may hope) are heartily condemn'd by 
the more prudent and modeſt part of that Perſuaſion; who will 
therefore think it reaſonable, chat the eſtabliſſid Conſtitution 
ſhould provide for its own Safety; and if that Proviſion ſhould 
78585 to bring Inconveniencies upon them, will lay the blame 
where it ought to reſt, that is, upon the intemperate Zeal of 
the Emiſſaries from r. and of others whom they have been 
able to work into theſe provoking Meaſures. | 

I paſs on to the Second General, 

Secondly, In what Inſtances, and by what Merhods, they 
Tengen and enlarge themſelves, and in proportion de vom oy 
trength. | | 

We have already ſhown, how oppoſite they are in Religion 
and Government, in all their Meaſures Deſigns, to the 
eſtabliſh'd Conſtitution of Church and State. And the cotiſe- 
quence of this Oppoſition is, that what they gain, we lofe ; 
whatever new Strength or Spirits we ſuffer. them to get, ate 
Every Proſelyte they make, 

4 imme 


8. The Growth and Miſchiefs 


immediately becomes our profeſs'd Enemy, not only in Reli- 
ion but in Policy too; lifting bimſelf at the fame time under 
wo foreign Heads, one in the Church, the other in the State. 
And it is generally obſery'd, that fuch Converts are more re- 
Fil  midrkably active and furious in the Cauſe they have eſpous'd ; 
= if whether it is, that Fickle Heads are naturally fond of new 
23 ik things, or that they think it for their Honour to make a ſhow 
ol a thorow Conviction. | | | 
And as every Convert to the Popiſh Religion becomes im- 
1 mediately a Zealot for a Popiſh Prince; fo it happens at this ; 
| juncture that rhe Zeal of ſome of our own Church for the pre- 
rended Prince of that Religion, proves the occaſion of making 
1 them Proſelytes to the Religion it ſelf, A Community of Mea- 
| ſüures and Wiſhes in the Affairs of State, draws on a Correſpon- 
1 dence and Good-liking between them and the Members of the 
| Church of Reme ; and the Courteſie which they find upon that 
account from Papiſts, by degrees wears off the Abhorrence of 
Popery ; by which means, the Miſſionaries of that Church (who 


are not wont to neglect Opportunities) find their Accels eaſie, 
and the Work halſ- done to their Hands. 
God be thanked, it is only upon the Weak and Ignorant, 
that this Poyſon works: The more diſcerning among them re- 
rain the ſame Deteſtation they ever had of the manifold Cor. 
= ruptions of the Church of Rome, and a very Learn- 
Dr. Hicks his ed Perſon of that number has publickly warn'd 
7 the Nation of the Boldneſs and Succels of the 
the Preface, Prieſts in making Converts, and tells us, from his 
| dn Obſervation, the Arts and Methods by which 
they carry ou their Work, and laments chat the G=owth of Popery 


; — us ſhould be greater than F. ar merly, notwithſtanding the In- 
| 


creaſe of Penal Laws, | 


be Truth is, thoſe Penal Laws are fo much ſoften'd, or ra- 
Il ther laid aſide, by the Engliſh Clemency and Good-narture, that 
4 it has long been the With of wile and conſidering Men, to ſee 
fewer Laws and more effectual Execution. They have liv'd ſo 
long under the Terror of Penal Laws, and found fo little [ncon- 
venience from them, that it will be hard ro convince them that 
the Legillature is ever in earneſt. - And yer thefe very Lawz, 
being part of eur: Exgli/b Conſſ itution, are appeal'd ro in the 
Popiſh Countries as undeniable Teſtimonies of the Sufferings of 
their Evg/;/e Brethren 3 and while, in great Tenderneſs, we are 
Aaſpending our Laws at home, we are reproach'd abroad as the | 
moſt cruel Perſecnrors.  'Fhis is but an ill Return from the Miſ- 
fonaries of the Church of Rome, tor the Indulgence they have 
found among us; which ſhould oblige them ar leaſt to do Fuſtice 
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- ef POPERY.:” 9 
ro the Church of England, by confeſſing that as the ſeveral Laws 
they complain of were firſt made upon ſome remarkable At- 
tempts of the Papiſts againſt the eftabliſh'd Conſtitution of 
Church or State; fo nothing but freſh Provocations of the ſame 
kind has driven the Engliſh to the Execution of them. They 
know, that by the Laws of ſome other Countries it is Criminal 
ro be a Proteftant, and the molt peaceable Behaviour is no Pro- 
tection ; and they know as well, that it has not been the Papiſt 
as ſuch, but only the ede. ſeditious and turbulent Papiſt, 
who has found any diſturbance from the Exg/sſþ Government, 

In the Infancy of the Reformation under Henry , vit. 
the Eighth, the great Work was to extirpate the 
Authority of the Pope and eſtabliſh rheSupremacy of the Prince. 
No, both theſe the Point under our preſentConlideration ſuppoſes 
to be ſettled; which is nor, by what method the Papal Autho- 
rity was excluded, but in What way thoſe who adhere to the 
the Religion of the Pope, bave been treated in a Country where 
his Authority was abolithd. And it is well known that 
the diſaffection of that Prince to the main Dottrines of Popery, 
was not fo great, as to induce him to any remarkable Hard- 
ſhips towards thoſe, who would at leaſt be /ilent under his own 
Supremacy. 

His Son King Edward the Sixth, went further, and eſtabliſh'd 
an Uniformity of Service and Adminiſiration of the 6 
Sacraments throughojut the Realm; but that Law * © * xr 
only enjoyn'd the Miniſter ro ule this and not the Maſs-Book 
and the People nor ro interrupt the Miniſter or ſpeak againſt 
the Service. And when it app-ar'd by experience 
that the Miſſals which had been formerly us'd ®* © 4 on 5 
were a great obſtruction to the Uniformity in- Arch 
tended, they were only call'd in, to give more free and eaſie 

daße io the public Service, without diſturbing either Prieſt oc 
beo e in the private exerciſe of Religion. 

Norwithſtanding the bloody Reign of Queen Mary. fo far 
was her Succeſſor the glorious Queen Elizabeth from the lealt 
98 to Cruelty, that ſhe contented her ſelf to reſtote the 

upremacy and the Publick Service to their for- 
mer State; allowing the Papiſts a ſhare in her 1 hs 
Counſels, and, in a ſubſequent Law againſt the * 
Pope's Authority, exempring Peers of the Realm from the diſ- 
abling Oath, and frequently declaring that no Subject wha 
\ e . 4 
would live quietly and peaceably ſhould be diſturb d on rhe ac- 
count of Religion. 
_ *Tisrrue, rhe Laws afterwards grew more ſe- |... e. . 
yere, but it was becauſe the Papiſts grew more 
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ſeditious. To execute Dull of Abſolution and Reconciliarion 
trom Rome, or to receive Abſolution and Reconciliation in vittue 
of ſuch Bulls, was made High Treaſon, Bat ler rhe Hiſtory of 
rhe three preceeding Years explain that Law, and determine 
whether it was owing to the Severity of Proteſtants ot the Sedi- 
Emi. Aan. 1j 68. tion of Papiſts. There we find, that the Pope 
| had granted Authority to Saunders and others, to 
abſolve all the Engliſh who would return to the Church of 
Kome, and that they were very zealous in the Work; That the 
fame Pope had fent his Bull into England by 
Morton the Prieſt, ro Anathemarize rhe Queen, 
deprive her of her Throne, and abſolve her Subjects from their 
Oaths of Obedience; that in virtue hereof many of the People 
were withdrawn from their Allegiance, a dangerous Rebellion 
rais d, circular Letters ſent to the Papifts to riſe and aſſiſt in the 
Cauſe, and the Bull it ſelf publiſh'd in the City 
in a very open and infolent manner. 
Ten Years after, we find a new Enforcement of the Law a+ 
gainſt Bulls; but ir was becauſe rhe Priefts had 
_ arg evade the 72 and to 
carry on the work of abſalving and reconcilin other wa 
aha 3. We tind Penalties for — and hearin tf 
Camd.Am.33%- Maſs, but we find in the Hiſtory of the fame 
rime that great numbers of Priefts were ſent into England and 
Ireland from the Seminaries abroad, under pretence of preach- 
ing and adminititing the Sacramems, bur really to withdraw 
me Subjects from their Obedience ro the Queen. The ſame 
Law lays a Penalty upon abſenting from Chutch, and after 4 
Year's abſence enjoins the finding of Sureries ; which is not to 
be thought ſtrange ot crnel, when the Emiffaries of rhe Church 
of Rome (under whoſe diſcipline rhe Abſenters liv'd ) were 
the profe(s'd Teachers of Rebellion, and when a Defign had 
* , been detected between rhe Spamſh King and 
ee, rhe Pope, to dethrone rhe Queen, and reſtore 
Popery in the Kingdom. | pale 
| The next Law againſt Papiſts, commands all 
| Fefnits, Seminary Prieſts, and others, to depart 
the Realm. But turn to rhe Aiftory of that time, and there 
bend. ann. 1g f. Jou find great numbers of Prieſts coming daily 
into England, who taught that the Queen was 
no Queen, and that whatever had been done by her Authority 
imee the Bull of Pope Pius, was null and void. The ſame 
Law forbids the ſending of Children, or Contributions to the 
geminarics abroad; and fo rhe fame Hiſtorian 
tells us of great numbers of Children ſent over 
to 
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to thoſe Seminaries, and received there on condition chat they 
firſt made a Vow to return, when they were inſtructed in 
their Learning and Diſcipline ; that is, in the rankeſt Princi- 
ples of Sedition and Rebelli, | 1 

While they were thus diligent in ſending their Emiſſaries to 
corrupt the People, it is not to be wonder d that , 
the great Council of the Land ſhould countermine 
their Endeavours, by obliging all who ſhould be found guilty 
of Corrupting, to Abjure the Realm. And if, r e : 
the ſame Year, another Law was made to ba- 
niſh Papiſts from Court, and confine them to the Neighbour- 
hood of their own Dwellings ; our Hiſtories will . Ann 188 
explain it, by ſhewing that in the compaſs of a 1585, 586, 
2 tew Years ſeveral Deſigns had been form d 157. 
and carry d on to Aſſaſſnate the Queen. 
King Fame. I. began his Reign with a Re- 
vival of Queen Elizabeth's Laws againſt Popery: 
and well he mighr, when he reflected upon the many wicked 
Defigns againſt the Perſon and Government of his Predeceffon, 
and that upon a 2 of her Death they had in the moſt 

blick manner diſputed his Title to ſucceed. f 
Three Years after, we find Papiſts confin d = 78 
under higher Penalties to their Places of Abode, * Nes, 
and greater Rewards propos d for the diſcovering of Prieſts, 
and expreſs Declarations requit d againſt the Pope's Authority 
to depoſe Princes and abſolve Subjects from their Obedience, 
againſt diſpenſing with Oaths and taking them with Equivo- 
cations and mental Reſervations. But it is to be rem d, 
that all this was done upon the diſcovery of the moſt helliſh 
and execrable Plot that we read of in any Age or Nation, the 
— nh rents which, we all know, had been carry d 
by the Prieſts, upon theſe very Principles, to the point of 
Execution. | 

To theſe Reſtraints, there were added in the * 
Reign of King Charles the Second, the Saera- 25 c. 2. 6 2 
mental Teft, and the Exclufion of Popiſh Peers zo cur. 2. c. 1. 
out of the great Council of the Land. For 4 45 
the occafion of which, I need not appeal to Hiſtory: I appeal 
to the Memory of many preſent, for the Countenance given at 
chat time to Popiſh Meaſures, the impatience of rhe Papiſts to 
put them in Execution, and their Attempts to ſhorten the Way 
for a Popith Succeſſor to the Throne; who, when he came ta 
the Throne, did abundantly juſtiſie the Mam of our Legiſla- 
tors, by making the removal of rhar Teſt, one of his firſt En- 
deavours for the Eftabliſkment of Poperrx. = 


1 Jac.c. 4. 
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It may be thought Preſumption in one of our Order, and 
eſpecially before chis Learned Audience, to intermeddle in the 
Laws and Statutes of the Realm: bur it will be favourably 
conſider d, that they are Laws which concern Religien, and 
are only cited in an Hiſtorical Way; that, by comparing the 
Sedirious Practices of the Papiſts, as recorded in our Hiſtories, 
with the ſeveral Laws they have occafion'd ; it may appear at 
one view, That the Papiſts have been the ſole Authers of their 
own Misforrunes ; That rheſe Reftraints from time to time, 
were brought upon them by Rebellion, and not (as they pre- 
tend) by Religion ; Thar the Engliſh Legiflature have pro- 
ceeded in their Reſtraints Gradually, as the repeated Attempts 
ol the Papiſts upon the Perſons and Government of our Princes 
have render d them neceſſary, and, That nothing can extort a 
ſanguinary Law from the Eng/iſp Temper, but an indiſpen- 
fible regard to their own Religion and Government. 

But what Severity ſoever may be pretended in the Laws, 
it is very certain there is none in the Execution. And he who 
conſiders how ſtrict the Laws and how high the Penalties are, 
againſt any Prieſt who ſhall attempt to pervert a Subject to 
Popery, or ſhall ſay Maſs, or even be found in the Realm; 
and againſt all others who ſhall harbour a Prieſt in their Houſes, 
or fend Children or Money to a Seminary abroad; whoever 
knows the -high Penalrics upon theſe Practices (ro name no 
more,) and then conſiders how common and familiar they are 
generally believ d to be among vs, will ſee how little miſchief 
the Papiſts fear from theſe terrible Laws they complain of, and 
how much they are indebted to the Goodneſs and Tenderneſs 
of the Engliſh Government. 1 

Bur they muſt not hope that che Engliſh Good- nature will 
hold out againſt all Provocations: Ihe Lowe will rouſe theme 
ſelves and break looſe at the fight of ſuch unprecedented Free- 
dom and Boldnels, as we have beheld of late Days. Ir is a 
known Crime in the Eye of the Law, to import Popiſh Books 
from abroad-; but we have ſeen them printed and publith'd 

at home, and diſpersd over the Nation with the greateſt In- 
duftry, and not only fo, but with formal Advertiſements of 
the Place where a variety of Popiſh Books were to be publickly 
fold. They know it is Capital ro attempt the perverting of a 
Proteſtant Subject; and yet they are not content to carry on 
this Work with caution and ſecrecy, unleis they do it with a 
kind of Triumph, in defiance of Parents, Husbands, and all 


other Superiours and Relations. They are ſtrictly forbidden 


to ſend Children to the Seminaries abroad; but if a late 
Complaint was well grounded (as 1 doubt not but it Was) 
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they are now beginning to bring the Seminaries home. They 
know, there is nothing againſt which our Conſtitution has 
more carefully guarded, than their intermedling in the Affairs 
of Church or State; which, one would hepe, ſhould be a 
Warning to mix in the Intereſt they prefer, with greater Cau- 
tion; and if they muſt rejoyce in our Misfortunes, and repine 
at the publick Succeſs, to do it at leaſt in a more private and 
modeſt Way. a 

Theſe and the like Provocations have mov d the great Coun- 
cil of the Land to take a ſtrict Survey of the preſent State of 
Popery in the Kingdom; in order, as it is hopd, to apply an 
effect ual Remedy to this growing Evil. And in the mean time. 
while the Prieſts of the Church of Rome are ſo very buſie, it 
cannot be an unbecoming part in the Miniſters of the Church 
of England, to lay to heart the viſible Increaſe of Popery, and 
to warn the People how zealous they are in promoting it; 
that ſo, we may raiſe an equal Zeal and Concern for the true 
Proteſtant Religion cſtabliſh'd among us. 

J proceed to the Third and Laſt General, 

Thirdly, How it comes to pals, notwithſtanding the Papiſts 
are ſo much Scrangers and Enemies to our Conſtitution, ſo open 
and zealous in promoting their own Inte reſt and by conſequence 
in devrur ing our Strength; that there are too many among us 
who will nor know it: Like the Iſraelites in the Text, Altho 
Strangers devour our Strength, yet they know it not; and tho 
Gray Hairs are here and there upon us, yet they know it not. Was 
it through Supineneſs or Inadvertency, and that they did not 
obſerve or regard it; the thing were leſs to be wonder'd at: 
But it has been eſpous d and labour-d as a Cauſe, and the People 
have been told in the moſt publick manner, that Popery is 
only a Bugbear ro ſcare and terrifie them; nay, they have 
been taught to believe, that the Complaints of Danger from 
that Quarter, are a certain Mark of Diſaffection to the Church 
of England. | 

What we are to expect if Popery ſhould prevail, can be a 
Doubt with none who know the Spirit and Principles of that 
Religion, and reflect upon the Terrors of a late A the 
remembrance whereof, one would hope, ſhould make it an 
eftabliſh'd Principle in the Hearts of all true Engliſh Men, 
That we can never be too watchful againſt the Detigns and 
Approaches of Popery. But I know not how ; thoſe Days of 
Danger and Terror are clean forgotten by many amongſt us; 
who while they treat the Memory of our. glorious Deliverer, 
and thoſe Worthy and Learned Prelates who ſtood in the Gap, 
with the: urmoſt Contempt and Indignity; can make _—_ 
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1 Die Growth and Miſchicfs 
ſelves” a kind of Advocates for the Papiſts, and perſuade the 
Nation, in effect, that neither the Increaſe of Popery ar home, 
nor the open Attempts of a Popiſh Pretender abroad, deſerve 
our Fear or Regard. And it is very evident, that their Dili- 
nce to remove the Fears of Popery and divert the Nation 


Pag Encouragement to this provoking Behaviour of the 
apiſts. : | 
. Tis true, the Papiſts are not the only Enemies to our Con- 
ſtitution: There is another ſort who Diſſent from us in Wor- 
ſhip and Diſcipline; but being reſtrain d by Penalties and In- 
capacities ſo much {ower chan the Papiſts, are evidently judg d 
our Conſtitution to be Enemies of a leſi- dangerous Nature. 
e Legiſlature conſiders, That They own no Forei 
is Church or State; that in the Doctrinal Parts of 


Head 
eligion 
they are at a leſs diſtance from us, and ſo are brought over 
Wich greater Eaſe to the Eſtabliſh d Church: chat in fact, a- 


bundance have been brought over by gentle and courteous 
Uſage, and their Numbers undoubtedly decreaſe by the To- 
ion; which appears, among other Teſtimonies, by a 
tter of Complaint to that purpoſe, from ſeveral of the Mi- 
niſters in the Country to their Brethren in the City: Thar 
as to the Naxional Imereſt at this juncture, they are (for ought 


appears) very cordially in it; true ro the Queen, utter Ene- 


mies to France, and hearry Friends to the Proteſtant Succeſ- 
fon,, Upon theſe Accounts, the Wiſdom of rhe Nation chinks 
fit to grant them an Indu/genee in Religion; and I think it is 
now agreed on all 8, that by the terms of Chriſtianity 
there ought to be no Perſecution purely for the ſake of Religion, 
and that, in Experience, gentle Methods appear much more 
effectual than ſevere ones, to bring them to a favourable Opini- 
. Eſtabliſh d Church, and by degrees to Conformity 
wi er. | | 3 + 

Far be it from us, to preach Scenrity to the Members of our 
Church, wick regatd to theſe Men. On the contrary, Let us 
take it for granted. that they that would be very well plicas'd 
with a greater ſhare of Liberty and Power; and let them be 
made ſenſihle chat it is in vain to hope 
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ma Suſpicions of that Kind, has for ſome Years been a 


tome difference in our Regard, that they ſo freely contribute. 
their Aſſiſtance, in this critical Juncture, againſt rhe common 
Enemy of Europe; While the great Hopes of the Papiſts are 
evidently plac'd in bis Succeſs. ny 
And yer, notwithſtanding the manifeſt Inequality of Danger 
from theſe Two; if we — 2 into the true Cauſe why lo 
many among us are thus induſtrious to remove the Eyes of the 
Nation from Papiſts, it will appear to be, that they may fix 
them more keenly upon Proteſtants; that is, in plain terms, 
chat they may leave that Quarter naked, where our greateſt 
Danger lies. Paſſion, Prejudice, and Intereſt, get poſſeflion 
of che Minds of Men; and being rooted: there, will not ſuf- 
fer them to ſee the true Intereſt of their native Country; which 
at this time, if ever, requires us to keep the ſtricteſt Eye upon 
them whole Principles and Practices declare their Partiality to 
our Enemies, and to prevent all Jealouſies and Miſunderſtand- 
ings with thoſe who aſſiſt us heartily in the common Cauſe; 
ſo far as they may be prevented with Safery to eur Conſtitution; 
which all Parties muſt allow us to make the Rule and Mea- 


Promotetrs 
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6. + Prompteis of Peace and Unity i in our ſeveral Stations; that 
wh may procure the Favour of Heaven, and our joint Endea- 
bars fot the publick Good, may be Crown'd with Succeſs. 
* Aboye all, w us be more juſt to Her Majeſty, our Selyes, 
the whole Nation, than to turn Advocates or thoſe, Who 
7 contempt of all Laws are open Advocates for a Foreigu 
Power, in order to bring in a Foreign Religion. | | 


8 i N N 
From hich terrible Fudgments may God of bis FE Mercy 
- evermore deliver thy Church and Nation ad, the Wake of bis 7 
| Son Feſus Chriſt ; to whom, _ RP | 
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